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THE TURKISH ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR. 
By LIEUT.-COLONEL C. C. R. MURPHY, Indian Army. 
IN the following article it is proposed to set down certain facts and figures 
regarding the Turkish Army and to  explain some of its more obscure 
formations. Orders of battle at several decisive stages of the war have 
been added by way of further elucidating the part played by Turkey 
in the great struggle. 
A complete order of battle of the whole Turkish Army is unfortunately 
too lengthy a statement to be included in this article, as it deals with 
no less than 63 replar'infantry divisions and seven Caucasus infantry 
divisions, or 70 in all ; also with 191 regular regiments and 17 Caucasus 
regiments. Of the 70 divisions some 24 regular and all the Caucasus 
divisions were formed after the outbreak of war. 
The records in the Ministry of War at Constantinople show that 
in August, 19x4, the Turkish army consisted of thirty-nine infantry 
divisions, namely, those numbered from one to forty, excluding the 
19th and 20th, which were not formed until the beginning of 1g15,.and 
the 57th Division, which.was in the Fifth Army in the Adalia area. 
Very few of these divisions were up to peace strength, and there were 
not more than 150,000 combatants in the whole Turkish Army. From 
the date of the order for general mobilization up to the signing of the 
Armistice, nearly 2,700,000 men were called to arms, making a grand 
total of 2,850,000 men. When it is considered-that the number of adult 
males in the Ottoman Empire, including Arabs, Circassians, Kurds, 
Moslem immigrants from many lands, Armenians, Jews, Greeks, and 
others, who were eligible for military service when war was declared, 
or who became eligible during the four succeeding years, was perhaps 
less than four and a half million, it will be admitted that these Turkish 
mobilization figures represent a great achievement. The strength of the 
Turkish Army appears to have reached its maximum about May, 1916, 
that is to say, just after the fall of Kut-al-Amarah, when it comprised 
forty-three divisions and aggregated roughly G50,ooo combatants. The 
Turkish General Staff estimate their total casualties; up to the signing 
of the Armistice, at nearly two and a quarter millions1 including 
deserters. The number of the latter will never be known with any 
accuracy, but it is supposed to have reached the amazing total of four 
hundred thousand. 
1 This is merely an estimate and probably a high one a t  that. The organization 
necessary for keeping an accurate record of casualties did not exist in the Turkish 
Army. 
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During this war the Turkish Army has contained several formations 
and units which have puzzled us considerably. A description of some of 
these may therefore be of interest. 
The Yildiriiit Army Grotcp.-Yilhirim means lightning ; it was 
applied as a nickname to Sultan Bayazid a t  the end of the 14th century, 
and alluded to the rapidity of his movements. 
The Yildirim Army Group was formed on July 15th~ 1917, with 
the object of recapturing Baghdad, and was to consist of the 6th Amy,  
already in Mesopotamia, and the 7th Army, which was being newly 
formed in Constantinople from the troops returning from Galicia, Rumania, 
and hiacedonia. The original scheme was, however, practically strangled 
at birth. 
For strategical reasons the Palestine front, which was then being 
held by the 4th Army, was taken over by the 8th Army, the 4th Army 
Command being changed to that of “ The Syrian and Western Arabian 
General Command,” with its headquarters at Damascus. This change 
did not last long and on January 17th, 1918, it again became that of 
the 4th Army and was placed under the Yildirim Army Group, the 48th 
Division, the Amman Expeditionary Force, and some scattered units 
being added on February ~ 3 r d .  Two days later the 6th Army joined the 
Yildirim, which now therefore consisted of the 4th, 7th, and 8th Armies. 
Marshal Liman von Sanders was appointed to the Yildirim Command 
in February, 1918, in place of Marshal von Falkenhayn, but he did not 
actually take over the command till March 1st. After the Palestine 
retreat the 8th Army headquarters were disbanded at Smyrna on October 
10th. Those of the 4th Army were disbanded on October 15th~ and those 
of the 7th and Yildirim Army Group itself on November 4th. At the time 
of the retreat the 2nd Army was also placed under. the Yildirim. Its 
headquarters were disbanded on December 15th. 
The following is a translation of the original order for the formation 
of the Yildirim Army Group :- 
TILE TURKISII ARMY IN THE GRE.IT \VAR 
General Headquarters, 
15th September, 1917. 
I. A new Group Command will be formed under the name of the 
Yildirim Army Group Command. The Group Commander will remain 
in Constantinople for the present. 
a. Field-Marshal von Falkenhayn Pasha has been appointed Com- 
mander of the Yildirim Army Group and Colonel von Dummes Bey 
has been appointed Chief of his Staff. 
3. The 6th and 7th Armies will come under the Yildirim Army 
Group. 
4. For the present the Order of Battle will be as follows :- 
(a) 6th Amy. 13th Army Corps. and, 6th, and 46th Divisions. 
18th Army Corps. 14th, SIst, and 52nd Divisions. 
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92 THE TURKISH ARJIY IN TIIE GREAT U’AR 
(b) 7th Army. 
(c) Germnit Asiatic Colitittit. 
5. The 6th Army will be placed under the command of the Yildirim 
Army Group from the 16th September, 1917. 
6. The headquarter personnel of the 7th Army will be completed 
by the RIinistry of War as soon as possible. IVhen this has been done 
the 7th Army will come under the command of the Yildirim Army 
Group. 
7. For the present the headquarters of the 7th Army will be in 
Constantinople. The troops of the 7th Army will be placed under the 
command of that Army as soon as they-reach Constantinople. The 1st 
Army in Constantinople will keep the 7th Army Command informed 
as to the arrival of these troops. 
The instructions regarding the official relationship between the 
Army Commands and the Yildirim Army Group Command will be issued 
as a separate order. 
9. The 2nd and 4th Armies and the Yildirim Army Gfoup will 
exchange Daily War Reports. 
10. The telegraphic address of the Yildirim Army Group head- 
quarters will be *‘ Yildirim Group Command Constantinople.” 
11. This address will be sent to all telegraphic centres in the Empire 
by the Yildirim Army Group Command who will be responsible that this 
order is carried out. 
3rd Army Corps. ~ 4 t h ~  50th~ and 59th Divisions. 
15th Army Corps. 19th and 20th Divisions. 
8. 
(Signed) ENVER, 
No. 5392. 
Mevleui BaffnZiorts.-At the outbreak of war the Mevlevi, or dancing 
dervish, community offered their services to the Empire i,n order to  
encourage recruiting and to give religious support to the army. It will 
be recalled that these BIevlevis have monasteries in various parts of 
the Ottoman Empire and have considerable influence amongst certain 
classes of the people. The offer was accepted and a battalion 800 strong, 
consisting entirely of hkvlevi dervishes, was formed in December, 1914, 
at Konia, the Mevlevi capital. From there it was sent down to Damascus, 
where it remained for two years. At the end of August, 1916, a second 
battalion was added and the two battalions formed into the RZevlevi 
Regiment, The 2nd Battalion was not composed of dervishes, but of 
ordinary recruits. The regiment did no fighting until the final phases 
of the Palestine operations, and was disbanded at the end of September, 
1918. 
The Cotistnittiitople Fire Brigade,-A famous regiment forming part 
of the 1st Army. Their permanent station is Constantinople and their 
principal duties are those of an ordinary city fire brigade, but they also 
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furnish guards at places like the Ministry of War and they attend cere- 
monial parades, such as the Selamlik, in which they take a picturesque 
part. They are popularly known as the Constantinople Fire Brigade, or 
Sapeurs Pompiers, but their real name is the Iqniye Alni, or Fire- 
Extinguishing Regiment. 
Their prewar establishment was four battalions, composed of men 
specially selected from line regiments. They had no machine guns, During 
the war five additional battalions were raised, making nine in all. The 
2nd and 4th Battalions were sent to hlesopotamia and two new ones, 
the 5th and 6th, and a company, were raised in Constantinople to take 
their places. Shortly aftenvards this company was expanded into the 
7th Battalion. The Ist, 3rd, 5th, and 6th Battalions mere sent to Gallipoli 
to join the 5th Army. An 8th Battalion, formed from a nucleus taken 
out of the 7th, was raised in 1917, and on July 13th, 1918, a 9th Battalion 
was added. At the beginning of 1919 only three battalions existed,*namely, 
the 7th, Sth, and 9th. 
The Osmaitjik Bnftn1ioit.-At the beginning of the war, about 450 
Fidais were collected together under Lieutenant-Colonel Sulaiman Askeri 
Bey, and formed into what was termed the Osmanjik Battalion. They 
were originally intended to  be sent on special service to the Russian 
shores of the Black Sea, but that scheme was abandoned and they were 
sent to Mesopotamia instead. There this curious formation was further 
obscured by being amalgamated with the remnants of the 1/26th Regiment 
and re-named the 1st Muretteb Battalion. The Fidais did not constitute 
an official Turkish organization. 
Mzwetteb Unifs.-This is a term which sprang into existence during 
the Balkan wars, being applied to any abnormal or scratch formation 
the composition of which was not in accordance with the permanent 
organization of the time. There have been many mwelteb units in the 
Turkish Army during this war, but the term has not been applied to  a 
division, arbitrary formations of this kind being known' nowadays as 
Expeditionary Forces or Groups. 
De#ot Fonitntioas.-These were formed with a view to keeping units 
up to their full strength. The original scheme was to provide each regiment 
with a depot battalion and each division with a depot regiment. However, 
towards the end of 1917 the supply of reinforcements for the field armies 
began to  fall seriously short of the demand, and depot regiments them- 
selves were sent into the line and used as regular units. As these were 
gradually .destroyed new depot regiments were formed at selected centres 
in the area of each army. No depot divisions were formed. Towards 
the end of the war these depot formations were organized as a separate 
command under an Inspector, who was a Major-General. 
Moit-Coititttissioite~ O$ceysl Tmimhg Unik-After the genera1 
mobilization it was found that the Non-Commissioned Officers' Training 
TIIE TURKISH ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR 
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94 T I I E  TURKISII ARMY IN THE GRE.\T \VAR 
School was inadequate to furnish anything like the number of N.c.0.’~ 
required by the army. In order to supplement the supply, several Training 
Units were formed in Constantinople, in which the N.C.O.’s of each arm 
and branch of the service were trained separately. 
A f d i n f i ~  Unifs.-Troops used independently for Iocal protection. 
Sometimes they consisted of the whole, or part, of a regular infantry 
or cavalry regiment, sent to a particular centre on special duty ; some- 
times, as in the case of the Constantinople RIuhafiz Regiment, they 
contained as many as four complete battalions. During the war, Muhafiz 
Units were occasionally posted to divisions as ordinary reinforcements. 
A Snhil hltrhnjz Tabiir is a coastguard battalion. 
Tlis MiZZi Tribe.-A Kurdish tribe of the Diarbekir Yilayet. About 
the time of the Constitution Ibrahim Pasha rebelled against the Turkish 
Government and proclaimed the independence of his tribe. The hiillis, 
being Kurds, are not liable to military service in times of peace, but cluring 
mar they are expected to  provide a certain number of irregular horse and 
foot. Accordingly, in December, 1914, they sent a body of horsemen 
into the Sari Kamish area, but they returned without doing any fighting. 
Their next venture was to send some men, both mounted and dismounted, 
down to  Nasiriyah, and these took part in the Turkish attempt to recapture 
Basrah. 
There was no regular unit in the Turkish Army which mas composed 
wholly or even partly of Millis during the war. Nevertheless, the dismounted 
Millis with Sulaiman Askeri became known, however incorrectly, as. the 
blilii Battalion. The Turkish terms hlillis, militia, and Gunidti, volunteer, 
are used synonymously, and the fact that volunteers when taken prisoner 
often described themselves as MiZZis has possibly led to confusion. 
The Islain Aritzy.-The name given to the national army of the 
hluhammadan peoples of the Caucasus, which was raised in 1918 under 
Nun Pasha. 
After the Russian revolution, both the Georgians and the Armenians 
began to reorganize their armies, and in doing so they received some 
assistance from the Germans. The Muhammadans of the Caucasus then 
began to do likewise and they applied to Turkey for help. The Islam 
Army scheme never received the official sanction of the Turkish Cabinet, 
but it had the entire approval of Enver Pasha, who saw in it not only 
great political possibilities, but also an opportunity for providing . his 
brother with a lucrative appointment. Service with the Islam Army 
was optional, but a step in promotion was given to every officer and non- 
commissioned officer who joined it. Altogether about 150 officers and a 
large number of other ranks took service under Nun Pasha, who was also 
promised the loan of the 5th Caucasus Division until the venture became 
a going concern. The headquarters of the Islam Army were at first a t  
Genjeh and then a t  Baku. After the Armistice was signed all the regular 
officers and other ranks who were with Nun Pasha were recalled by the 
hiinistry of War, but it is by no means certain that they all obeyed the 
D
ow
nl
oa
de
d 
by
 [M
cG
ill
 U
niv
ers
ity
 L
ibr
ary
] a
t 0
5:0
8 1
1 O
cto
be
r 2
01
2 
Army Corps .  
1 s t  Caucasus 
2nd Caucasus 
CAVALRY. 
ZKD CAVALRY BRIGADE. 
The only Caucasus Division not included in the above is the 3rd, 
which was formed in March, 1918, and sent to the 9th Army. When, 
however, the reader studies the order of battle for the Islam Army he 
will find that mention is there made of the Ist, 2nd and 4th Caucasus 
Divisions. These have not been inserted in the above list for the 
following reasons. The Islam ,Army was formed from non-Ottoman 
Muhammadans, and although it was never a part of the Turkish 
regular Army it was organized on similar lines. The divisions composing 
it were all given the name of Caucasus Divisions, although only one of 
them, the 5th, which perhaps never actually joined the Islam Army, 
was a regular unit. The other three, namely the Ist, 2nd and 4th, were 
not really Caucasus Divisions at all, within the accepted meaning of the 
term, and corresponded roughly to the Imperial Service Troops of the 
Indian Army. 
The following table shows (A) Caucasus Divisions proper and (B) 
Caucasus Divisions of the Islam Army. 
Regiments. 
17tl1, zSth, and 29th Caucasus Regiments. 
30th, 31st. and 32nd Caucasus Regiments. 
gth, 10th. and 13th Caucasus Regiments. 
Iath, 33r4 and 34th Caucasus Regiments. 
I Division. 
9th Caucasus 
10th Caucasus 
5th Caucasus 
I I th Caucasus 
Independent 
Divisions. 
36th Caucasus 
37th Caucasus 
xodth, 107th, 108th Regiments. 
rogth, IIoth, 111th Regiments. 
95 
summons. The special orders of battle which are given further on contain 
one of the Islam Army. 
Cniicnszis Fonitntioizs.-After the battle of Sari Kamish in January, 
1915, the 3rd Army, which consisted of the 9th, Ioth, and 11th Army 
Corps, became very weak and towards the end of 1915 the 5th A m y  
Corps was transferred from the Dardanelles and added to the 3rd Army. 
After the fall of Erzerum in January, 1916, and of Erzinjan in July, 
1916, the ranks of the 3rd Army became once more depleted, and so the 
Army Commander, Lieutenant-General . Vehib Pasha, proposed to 
reorganize his.army by forming two new Army Corps, to be known as 
the 1 s t  and 2nd Caucasus Army Corps, out of the four existing ones, 
which were to become Caucasus Divisions, the old divisions becoming 
Caucasus Regiments. The scheme received the approval of Enver Pasha 
and came into force on September 12th, 1916. 
The 3rd or Caucasus Army had its headquarters at Soushehri, and 
as reorganized consisted of six infantry divisions and a cavalry brigade, 
as follows :- 
THE TURICISIi ARMY I N  THE GREAT WAR 
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96 TIIE TURKISH ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR 
-- 
XI 
I3 
17 
18 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 
37 - 
-- 
A. 
8 I 
Divisions. 
3 
5 
9 
- 
I 0  
I1 
36 
37 
Divisions. -- Regiments. Regiments. 
7 
S 
9 
i n  
I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
I2 
I4 
- 
      
Ex#edilioitnry Forces nttd Groups.-The Turks refer to an Expe- 
ditionary Force as a Kouveh Seferiye, and to a field detachment as a 
Mufrezelz. From the following list, which contains some of the principal 
of them, it will be seen that many formations of this type have been 
organized by the Turks during this great war. 
1st Expeditionary Force.-Formed shortly after the general mobili- 
zation, from the 7th, 8th and 9th Regiments of the 3rd Division, and sent 
to the Caucasus and Persia at the end of 1914. 
Cniinl Expeditioiinry Force.-Formed at  the end of 19x4 from part 
of the 10th Division. After the attack on the Suez Canal these troops 
were sent back to the Dardanelles, the 3rd Division, with some guns and 
cavalry, taking their places. 
Hejnz Expeditioizary Foice.-At the outbreak of war, this consisted 
of the zznd (Independent) Division. In  addition to furnishing the 
garrisons of Mecca, Aledina, and Taif, it was strung out along the 
Hejaz railway in the neighbourhood of Medina, but after the middle of 
1915 i t  was withdrawn into the city itself. The bulk of this force was 
captured at the end of 19x6, when its place was taken by the 58th 
Division. This latter consisted of the 4znd, 55th and 162nd Regiments, 
the 58th Artillery Regiment, an Engineer Company, about 30 machine 
guns, and no cavalry. The artillery consisted of two field and two 
mountain batteries. . This division, under the command of Major-General 
Fakhriddin Pasha, was the last unit of the Turkish Army to surrender, 
and then onlydid so in January, IgIg,by special command of the Sultan 
of Turkey. 
5tJt Ex$editiotrnvy Force.-Formed at the end of 1914 by taking a 
regiment from each of the three divisions of the 5th Army Corps. It 
was sent at first to the south-east of Van, and then to Selmas to protect 
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the right flank of the 3rd Army retreating from Sari Kamish. This force 
eventually became the 52nd Division. 
Turkey-iit-Ewope Force.-This force, known to the Turks and 
Germans as the Rumeli Field Detachment, was formed towards the end 
of 1915, from the 177th Regiment, with two mountain guns and a 
squadron of cavalry, and was sent to &Ionastir early in 1916. At the 
beginning of 1918, the 177th Regiment was transferred to the 9th Army, 
whereupon the Turkey-in-Europe Force ceased to exist. 
The Ainiiaait Expeditionary Fovce.-In March, 1918, when Marshal 
Liman von Sanders took over the command of the Palestine forces from 
Marshal von Falkenhayn, the 20th Army Corps was operating to  the 
east of the Jordan. It was immediately sent across the river to hold 
up the attack towards Nablus. After this, a small force called the Jordan 
Group was sent to the east of the Jordan, the group being subsequently 
reinforced by a part of the 48th Division. The Turkish front, from the 
east of the Jordan right down to Rledina, was known as the 4th Army 
front. With the object of holding BIa’an against the attacks of the 
Sherifial forces, all the troops along the Hejaz railway south of Dera’a 
were concentrated at Bla’an and designated the Ma’an Expeditionary 
Force. This title was soon changed to that of the Amman Expeditionary 
Force, which shortly afterwards, by a special order of the Yildirim Army 
Group, was turned into the 62nd Division. 
iifoszd Grot@.-Formed in July, 1916, from the 10th and 11th 
Regiments of the 4th Division, with the object of protecting Mosul from 
attack by the Russians. The RIosul group was partly destroyed and 
partly captured in September, 1916. 
Ezcphvntes Grot@.-An independent force, operating on the Euphrates 
under the direct orders of the 6th Army Commander. This arrangement 
was made because of the great difficulties of communication between 
the forces on the Euphrates and those on the Tigris. At first it consisted 
of the 156th Regiment, which was captured early in 1917. The 50th 
Division then formed the Euphrates group, but was captured in March, 
1918, its place being taken by the 5th Division, to which was attached 
the 24th Regiment and a composite cavalry regiment. 
Tigris Groztp.-After the fall of Baghdad the 14th Division became 
designated the Tigris group. 
THE TURKISII ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR 
It was captured on March ~ S t h ,  191s. 
Dates of the Foriiintioit mid Disbniidiiteiit of the iiiiie Turkish Anities. 
Date of Date Of first Re-formed. Finally 
Formation. Disbandment. Disbanded. 
11.10. IS 
2nd Army 15.12.18 
3rd Army 15.11.18 
4th Army 26.9.17 19. I .  18 15.10.18 
6th Army 
7th Army 12.8.17 13.11.18 
8th Army 2.10.17 14.11.18 
9th Army 9 .6 .18  Still in exi stence in January, 1919. 
NO. 
~ 
5th Army 25-  3-  15 21.11. I8 
Still in existence in January. 1919. 
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98 THE TURKISH XRJIY IS THE GRE-IT WAR 
It is now proposed t o  give the Turkish Orders of Battle at certain 
decisive stages of the war. It must be borne in mind that the information 
in the foliowing pages is drawn entirely from Turkish sources, and that 
it does not in every case tally with our own. The compositions of the 
Islam Army and the 9th Army have also been added. 
(1) BATTLE OF SARI I<AMISH. 
The strength and formation of the 3rd Turkish Army during the 
Sari Kamish fighting (i.t?., from December 26th, 1914, to January 5th, 
. r ~ t l ~  Army Corps 18th Division 
33rd Division 
34th Division 
1915) were as follows :- 
Corps was on the Medjingert-Altoun 
Bulak-Kelek line. On January 6th, 
1915, the strength of the whole Army 
Corps was so reduced that it was found 
impossible to form a division out of the 
9th Army Corps 17th Division 
28th Division 
29th Division 
10th Army Corps 30th Division 
31st Division 
32nd Division 
At  the time of the crossing of 
the Russo-Turkish frontier (Le., Dec- 
ember 24th, 1914) this Army Corps 
with its three divisions comprised 
18,000 combatants, ,but by the end of 
December, 1914, owing to the Bardiz 
and Sari Kamish fighting and the 
severity of the winter, the whole Army 
Corps had been reduced to 1,000 
infantry, 40 mountain guns (of which 
one-half were damaged), and 16 
machine guns. 
Arrived in the Sari Kamish area on 
December zgth, 1914. On December 
goth, 1914, the combatant strength of 
the 30th and 31st Divisions was reduced 
to 1,800 infantry, eight q.f. field guns, 
16 q.f. mountain guns, and no machine 
guns. The 32nd Division was located 
partially at Bardiz and partially to the 
north of Yeni Keui. By the end of 
December the division had been re- 
duced to 500 infantry, eight mountain 
guns, and three machine guns. 
Two regular cavalry divisions, viz., the 2nd Regular Division and the 
1st Mixed Division, consisting of the 1st Lancers and the 5th Regular 
Cavalry, also took part in the Sari ICamish fighting. Their total strength 
was about 6,000 sabres. 
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THE TURKISH ARMY I N  THE GREAT WAR 99 
On January znd, 1915, the 9th and 10th Army Corps mere combined 
under the name of the Left Flank Amy. 
(2) BRITISH LANDING ON GALLIPOLI. 
Turkish Army were as follows :- 
On April 25th, 19x5, the strength and the formation of the 5th 
I 7th Division Stationed on the Gallipoli Penin- 
3rd Army Corps- 9th Division I 19th Division 
j 3rd Division 1 Stationed on the Asiatic side. IStrt 11th Division ) 
5th Division . . .. I. Was in reserve at Sharkeui, ready 
to move in any required direction. 
Independent Cavalry Brigade . . Guarding the coast from Examil 
to Enos. 
The combatant strength of the 5th Army was then 62,077 of all ranks. 
3) BRITISH EVACUATION OF GALLIPOLI. 
On the night of December xg-zoth, 1915, when the British Forces 
evacuated Suvla and Anzac, the strength and the formation of the 5th 
Turkish Army were as follows :- 
Snros Groicp. 
25th Division Watching the coast from the north 
of Suvla up to Enos. The 25th Division 
had been with the 14th A.C. 17th Army Corps 
A11 n fn rtn Gro ti$. 
9th Division 
12th Division 
6th Division 
8th Division 
16th Army Corps 
15th Army Corps 
Northern Group (Anzac). 
16th Division 
One division (not then numbered). 
Sozitkerit GrO?ll!J (Seddelbahr). 
3rd Army COY@ 
1st Division 
14th Division 
20th Division 
14t1t ArflV 
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I 0 0  TIIE TURKISII ARMY IN THE GREAT \VAR 
Asiatic Grorq5. 
Watching the Asiatic coast from 
6th Army Corps { 42nd Division Kum Kale to Gaetli. 
During the three weeks which preceded the British evacuation of 
Seddelbahr, six Turkish divisions were sent away from the Peninsula 
and 12 others were transferred from the Anafarta Group to the Southern 
Group. Before these changes were carried out, the combatant strength 
of the 5th Army amounted to 138,879 of all r a n k 1  
I 24th Division 
(4) FALL OF ERZEROUBI. 
On February 13th, 1916, the Russians commenced to attack Erzeroum, 
and on February 16th, 1916, they occupied the town. In this battle the 
composition of the 3rd Turkish Army was as follows :- 
17th Division 
9tJt Army Corps{ 2Sth Division 
31st Division 
34th DiviSion 
18th Division 
33rd Division 
IotJt Army Corps 
11th Army Corps 
Two Cavalry Divisions. 
The combatant strength of the 9th Army Corps was 313 officers 
and 7,864 men. That of the 10th and 11th Army Corps was less in both 
cases. 
(5)  CAPTURE OF I<UT-EL-AnIARrZ. 
The strength and the formation of the 6th Turkish Army on the 
date of the capture of the town (April zgth, 1916) were as follows :- 
2nd Division 
Located to the east of Iht-  
13tJ' "'"9' ' O r i s  
45th Division Round Kut-el-Amara. 
52nd Division i 
I8tJt Army Corps 51st Division 1 East of Icut-el-Amara. 
Was under the orders of the 6th Army and was 
partially engaged in the firing line against the relief 
force east of Kut-el-Amara. 
\ Was withdrawn from Persia to Khaniqin on 
Baghdad Group 1 account of the pressure of the Russians. 
1 The Turkish Ministry of War state that their total casualties in Gallipoli 
mere zSg,ooo, Le., 2,1Go officers and nearly 287,000 other ranks. These figures seem 
very high. 
6th Division 
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The total combatant strength of the 6th Army was then 35,313 of 
all ranks. 
FALL OF ERZINJAN. 
On July 1-2nd, 1916. the Russians commenced to attack with much 
superior forces, and on July 24th, 1916, Erzinjan was evacuated for 
strategical reasons. The 2nd and 3rd Turkish Armies took part in 
this fighting. 
(6) 
Fonttntio?l niid Strength of the 2grd Army :- 
j 11th Division 
1st Division 
14th Division 
47th Division 
2?d AI’?jY corps,  12fh Division 
3rd Army Corps 
4’’ Ar?ly cOrPs{ 48th Division 
5th Division 
16fh Army Coups{ 8th Division 
The total combatant strength of this army was then 17,474 of all 
ranks. 
Formation mid Strength of the 3ud Army:- 
5th Army Corps 
9th Army Corps { 
10th Army Corps 
Kemaklz Group { 
I 
9th Division 
10th Division 
13th Division 
17th Division 
29th Division 
30th Division 
3 IS t Division 
32nd Division 
28th Division 
36th Division 
Two Cavalry Divisions, 
ranks. 
(7) FALI, OF BAGHDAD. 
Baghdad fell on March 11th~ 1917. 
of the 6th Turkish Army at that time were as follows :- 
The total combatant strength of this army was then 27,231 of all 
The formation and strength 
This Amy Corps was retiring 
from Persia with its advance 
2nd Division 
’3”’ Arn9’ cOrfis guard at  Xhaniqin and its rear 
guard at Makdesht. 
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102 THE TURKISH ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR 
In the firing line north of 14th Division 
52nd Division 
&Jt Army Corps 
The total combatant strength of this army was then 15,893 of a! 
ranks. 
(8) FIRST BATTLE OF GAZA. 
The 
formation and strength of the 4th Turkish Army in this battle were 
as follows:- 
The first Battle of Gaza took place on hlarch ~ 6 t h ~  1917. 
At  Gaza. 
Qrd Division At Tel-esh-Sheria. 
2211d Army C O Y p S  16th Division ~h~ advance guard of this division 
53rd Division I was at Nezhdil. 
. . At Beersheba. 
The total combatant strength of this army was then 5 4 ~ 5 8  of all 
[ 
3rd Cavalry Division . . 
ranks. 
(9) 
the 6th and 7th Armies. 
FORMATION F THE YILDIRIM ARMY GROUP. 
This group was formed on July Isth, 1917, and was composed of 
6tJt A n i t y .  - 
At  Penjvin. 
At Kara Tepe (south of Kifri). 
A t  AIosul. 
At Shirvan Kale. 
. . At  Shereemeh. 
2nd Division 
6th Division 
One Independent 
Cavalry Brigade 
14th Division 
13th Army Corps 
Near Tikrit. 51st Division ! I8tJt Army Corps ~ 2 n d  Division 
A detached portion of this army was known as the Euphrates group. 
Another detached portion appears to have retained the name of the 
Mosul group after the hIosul group proper had been destroyed. 
7th Army. 
24th Division Was in transit from hlacedonia 
3rd Army Corps to Constantinople and 
19th Division \ Ditto. 
Ay?Y cOr#s{ 20th Division 
1German Asiatic One Infantry (Did not Column Brigade 1 
1 The German Infantry Brigade that was promised for this Asiatic Column 
did not amve. 
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The total combatant strength of these armies was then 32,403 of 
all ranks. 
(10) SECOND BATTLE OF GAZA. 
The 
formation and strength of the 8th Turkish Army at that time were as 
The second Battle of Gaza took place in Xovember, 1917. 
followvs :- 
20th Army C O Y ~ ~ {  1 6 t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ 1 u s  a [ At Kharabeh Abou Djerah. 
3rd Division 
7th Division 
54th Division 
Was strung out along the coast 
221zd Ar"9' cOr@s 
3rd Cavalry Division I 
as far as Kharab-el-Bab. 
27th Division 1 At Beersheba. 
The total combatant strength of this army was then 29,118 of all 
ranks. 
(11) 
fighting were as follows :- 
FALL OF JERUSALEM (December gth, 1917). 
The formation and strength of the troops which took part in this 
8tlt Army (Yildiuiiii Arniy G Y O U ~ ) .  
3rd Division 
20th Division 
Asiatic Group j IGth Division 
1 j4th Division 
Occupying a line from the north 
z w d  Army Corps of Jaffa up to Haifa. 
7th Army (Yildirint Army Group). 
19th Division) North of Jerusalem. 
26th Division I 
3ya Arrry corps { 24th Division( 
POtJt Art'ty 53rd Division c East of Jerusalem. 
3rd Cavalry Division . . . . In El-Bura area. 
4th Army. 
43rd Division At hlaalka Aliya. 
48th Division At Amman. 
A Detachment At Amman. 
A Detachment At Tebuk. 
58th Division In Medina. 
23rd Division At Nersina. 
44th Division At Toprak Kale. 
8t1t ''9' cOyfis 
(Hejaz E.F.) 
rzflt Army COY+S 4rst Division Between Antakia and Bilan. 
I1 
The total combatant strength of these armies was 45,628 of all ranks. 
VOL. LXV. 
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FORMATION OF THE ISLAM A R m .  
(12) 
The Islam Army was formed on Rlarch 3rd, 1918, its composition 
being as follows : 
1st Caucasus Infantry Division 
1st Caucasus Regiment. 
2nd Caucasus Regiment. 
3rd Caucasus Regiment. 
4th Caucasus Regiment. 
5th Caucasus Regiment. 
Gth Caucasus Regiment. 
7th Caucasus Regiment. 
11th Caucasus Regiment. 
i 
I and Caucasus Infantry Division 
3rd Caucasus Infantry Division 8th Caucasus Regiment. 
12th Caucasus Regiment. 
14th Caucasus Regiment. 4th Caucasus Infantry Division i 
1st Caucasus Cavalry Division 
At first this consisted of the and 
and 3rd Caucasus Cavalry Regiments, 
but on September 15th, 1918, the 4th 
Caucasus Cavalry Regiment, which had 
just been formed, was added t o  this 
division. 
FORhIATION OF THE gTH ARMY. 
(13) 
The 9th Army was formed on June 9 t h  1918. The headquarters 
of this army were formed from the 2nd Caucasus Army Corps head- 
quarters. 
Foriiintioir mid Streitgth of the 9th Arirty. 
10th Caucasus Division. 
11th Caucasus Division. 
15th Division. 
5th Caucasus Division. 
36th Cauca’sus Division, 1 12th Division. 
I s f  Calicosirs A m y  Corfis I 
1 
4th rlriity Corps 
On June zoth, 1918, the 36th Caucasus Division was transferred to 
the 3rd Army. The 9th Army was thereupon re-formed as follows :- 
1st Cnrrcnsrrs Army Corps . 
5th Caucasus Division. 
11th Caucasus Division. 
12th Division. 
9th Caucasus Division. 
10th Caucasus Division. 1 15th Division. 4tlt Army Corps 
After the re-formation, the total combatant strength of this army 
was 25,354 of all ranks. 
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